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“OUR ANNUAL CAMPAIGNS REFLECTED BOTH
DEDICATION AND COLLECTIVE EFFORT”

MESSAGE FROM THE
OPERATIONS DIRECTOR

Nama-srestha
Dāsa
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This year has been one of steady progress and renewed commitment to expanding the
distribution of Śrīla Prabhupāda’s books across Africa. While the heart of our service
remains unchanged, our focus has increasingly been on strengthening systems,
supporting local initiatives, and ensuring that our campaigns are both impactful and
sustainable. Our annual campaigns reflected both dedication and collective effort.

The total distribution for the reporting year stands at 143 486 books and magazines.
During the Live to Give campaign, 15,189 Bhagavad-gītās were distributed, placing
foundational spiritual knowledge into thousands of hands.
The Bhadra Campaign saw the distribution of 302 Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam sets, bringing
this essential work into homes, temples, and institutions committed to deeper study.
Through the Be a Gardener initiative, 47 Caitanya-caritāmṛta sets were distributed,
strengthening the devotional and philosophical foundation of our communities.
We received 582 offerings from 13 countries across Africa for Śrīla Prabhupāda’s Pan-
African Vyāsa-pūjā book. We hope participation will continue to grow as awareness
of the Vyāsa-pūjā book expands.

Beyond the campaigns, this year required operational alignment, coordination across
regions, and continued engagement with devotees, sponsors, and partners. Each book
distributed represents the combined effort of many individuals serving with sincerity and
conviction.

Śrīla Prabhupāda repeatedly emphasized that his books would be the basis of the
movement’s strength and longevity. His instruction to go on increasing literature and
distribution unlimitedly remains both our inspiration and our responsibility. As
custodians of this service in Africa, we recognize that growth must be intentional, well
supported, and strategically guided.
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Looking ahead, our focus will be on expanding regional participation, strengthening
logistical capacity, deepening stakeholder relationships, and ensuring that our campaigns
continue to mature in both reach and effectiveness. We aim not only to increase
distribution but to build a resilient foundation that will sustain and accelerate growth in
the years to come.

We extend sincere gratitude to the devotees, donors, leaders, and distribution teams
whose dedication makes this service possible. Together, we remain committed to
carrying forward Śrīla Prabhupāda’s vision and ensuring that his books continue to touch
lives across Africa and beyond.
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Śrīla Prabhupāda’s books transforming lives across Africa.



EMERITUS TRUSTEE

BBT AFRICA TRUSTEES

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

INTERNATIONAL TRUSTEE

ORGANIZATIONAL CHART

Govardhana
Dāsa

His Holiness
Jayādvaita Swami

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
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Book production remains a sacred responsibility entrusted to us through our paramparā. Śrīla
Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī Ṭhākura taught that publishing transcendental literature is among
the most important forms of devotional service to Śrī Śrī Rādhā–Kṛṣṇa, and Śrīla Prabhupāda
carried out that instruction with tireless determination. Prabhupāda’s books continue to guide
ISKCON’s mission, and the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust exists precisely to ensure that these
teachings reach every corner of the world.

At BBT Africa, this mission drives everything we do. Each year presents challenges,
opportunities, and blessings. And 2025 has been no exception.

PRODUCTION REPORT
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One of this year’s most meaningful milestones was the successful printing of the
Amharic Śrī Īśopaniṣad. After navigating several logistical complications, the book
finally came off the press and reached readers. Its arrival is a testament to the
perseverance of the translators, editors, and production staff who never gave up until
this essential title was available to Amharic-speaking readers.

We also reprinted The Handbook of Vaiṣṇava Songs and Practices by Rāmanujācārya
Dāsa in English, ensuring that this well-loved resource remains accessible to new
devotees and communities throughout Africa. Likewise, the English edition of Chant
and Be Happy has been reprinted to support preaching, temple outreach, and
distribution efforts across the continent.

Another significant contribution this year was BBT Africa’s support in producing the
electronic edition of Śrīla Prabhupāda in South Africa — Remembering His Life and
Legacy since 1975. While not a BBT publication in the strict sense, our team assisted with
the layout and design to ensure that devotees could access this important historical
work.
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HIGHLIGHTS



Following the landmark publication of the Bhagavad-gītā As It Is in Kreol Morisyen, work on
several additional Gītā translations has advanced considerably. In particular, the Afrikaans and
Zulu editions have been major focuses of 2025. Local translation and editorial teams have been
working diligently, consulting senior devotees and scholars to ensure that the language,
meaning, and devotional mood align authentically with Śrīla Prabhupāda’s original work. These
editions are now approaching the stage where they can be confidently presented as faithful,
high-quality translations ready for final production.

Prabhupāda once asked urgently, “Where is book? Where is book?” That sense of
transcendental impatience continues to inspire and motivate us. In a spirit of service to Śrīla
Prabhupāda, his devotees, and present and future readers, BBT Africa remains committed to
producing, printing, and distributing Prabhupāda’s books in every major African language —
step by step, year by year.
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STEADY PROGRESS

As of 2025, we have 29 titles in production 

3 print-ready: 1 Afrikaans, 1 Sotho, 1 Zulu
3 nearly print-ready: 2 French, 1 Xhosa
17 editing phase: 2 Afrikaans, 1 Zulu, 1 English, 1 Igbo, 1 Xhosa, 1 Chichewa, 9 Sotho, 1
Swahili
2 translation phase: 1 Afrikaans, 1 Lingala

PRODUCTION SUMMARY
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BBT Africa had the honour of designing and producing Śrīla Prabhupāda in South Africa:
Remembering His Life and Legacy since 1975, a commemorative PDF publication marking fifty
years since His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda’s historic visit to South
Africa. This milestone project sought to not only capture the significance of Śrīla Prabhupāda’s
presence on African soil but also to chronicle the spiritual movement that has since taken root
and flourished from his visit.

The book serves as a visual and narrative offering, an expression of gratitude and remembrance,
documenting Śrīla Prabhupāda’s journey, his talks and lectures, the devotees he inspired, and the
transformation that followed his footsteps across the African continent. Through historical
accounts, photographs, and reflections, the publication stands as both a record and a tribute to the
enduring impact of his teachings and mission in this region.

Through this project, BBT Africa continues to uphold its mission of preserving and disseminating
the teachings of Śrīla Prabhupāda with quality, care, and creativity, serving as an offering of
devotion and a celebration of his legacy in South Africa and beyond.

ŚRĪLA PRABHUPĀDA IN SOUTH AFRICA
REMEMBERING HIS LIFE AND LEGACY SINCE 1975

Srila Prabhupada's arrival at the Johannesburg OR Tambo International Airport - October  1975



Cover of
Śrīla Prabhupāda in
South Africa
(2025)
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At the rented ISKCON center located at Yeoville, Johannesburg, South Africa - October 1975

At the Wits Great Hall, Johannesburg, South Africa



Afrikaans
Coming Back – 2014

Amharic
Introduction to Bhagavad-gītā – 2015
On the Way to Krishna – 2016
Teachings of Prahlāda Mahārāja – 2018
Easy Journey to Other Planets – 2019
Śrī Īśopaniṣad – 2025

Chichewa
Beyond Birth and Death – 2015, 2021, 2023

Kreole
On the Way to Krishna – 2013
Bhagavad-gītā Kouma Li Ete - 2024

English
Chant and Be Happy – 2015, 2025
Handbook of Vaiṣṇava Songs and
Practices – 2015, 2025
Science of Self-Realization – 2015, 2018,
2019, 2020, 2024, 2026
Vanity Karma – 2015
Vyāsa-pūjā Book – 2018
The Higher Taste – 2014, 2023
In Essence (BBT Africa edition) – 2020

French (African)
Introduction to Bhagavad-gītā - 2022

Kiswahili
Perfect Questions Perfect Answers – 2011, 2023

Lingala
Introduction to Bhagavad-gītā – 2017

Sesotho
Beyond Birth and Death – 2013

Setswana
On the Way to Krishna – 2012

Xhosa
Perfect Questions Perfect Answers – 2011
Beyond Birth and Death – 2011

Zulu
Beyond Birth and Death – 2011
Introduction to Bhagavad-gītā – 2012
On the Way to Krishna – 2012
Perfect Questions Perfect Answers – 2012
Rāja-vidyā The King of Knowledge – 2012

PUBLICATION LIST
BOOKS PUBLISHED AND PRINTED (2011-2025)
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Afrikaans
Coming Back

Chichewa
Beyond Birth and Death

French (African)
Introduction to Bhagavad-gītā

Kiswahili
Perfect Questions Perfect Answers

Amharic
Introduction to Bhagavad-gītā
On the Way to Krishna
Teachings of Prahlāda Mahārāja
Easy Journey to Other Planets
Śrī Īśopaniṣad

English
Handbook of Vaiṣṇava Songs and Practices 
Vanity Karma
Vyāsa-pūjā Book
In Essence (BBT Africa edition)
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Lingala
Introduction to Bhagavad-gītā

Sesotho
Beyond Birth and Death

Setswana
On the Way to Krishna

Kreole
On the Way to Krishna
Bhagavad-gītā Kouma Li Ete

Xhosa
Perfect Questions Perfect Answers
Beyond Birth and Death

Zulu
Beyond Birth and Death
Introduction to Bhagavad-gītā
On the Way to Krishna
Perfect Questions Perfect Answers
Raja-vidya The King of Knowledge
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The Pan-African Vyāsa-pūjā book serves as a platform for devotees, friends, and well-
wishers across ISKCON Africa to honor and express their heartfelt gratitude to His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda, the founder-ācārya of the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) and The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust (BBT).

This annual publication is a collection of homages, featuring personal accounts of
gratitude and spiritual transformation alongside collective tributes from organizations.
Each offering reflects the profound impact of Śrīla Prabhupāda’s teachings in shaping the
lives of individuals and communities across the continent.

THE PAN-AFRICAN
VYĀSA-PŪJĀ BOOK

Trend analysis of the number of offerings submitted and countries from which these were
received.

We received 582 offerings from devotees across 13 countries, 9 of which were African
nations. The edition celebrated the 50th anniversary of Śrīla Prabhupāda’s arrival in South
Africa, with an image of his landing at Johannesburg’s OR Tambo International Airport on
October 14, 1975.

The Pan-African Vyāsa-pūjā Book is published digitally and is available to view and
download from www.prabhupada.co.za.
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http://www.prabhupada.co.za/




The 2025–2026 year marks a historic milestone for the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust Africa
Division as we begin a new chapter in the publication of Back to Godhead. Following the
transition from a centralized global Back to Godhead office to regional stewardship, each
BBT division has been entrusted with carrying this important service forward within its
own region.

Recognising the unique opportunity to serve the African continent, BBT Africa has
committed to publishing Back to Godhead, with the valued contribution, guidance and
support of the Back to Godhead India team and the onboarding of new writers. This
initiative represents not only the continuation of a publication that has inspired readers
around the world for generations, but also the beginning of a distinctly African
contribution to Śrīla Prabhupāda's literary mission.

As we embark on this historic journey, we pray that the African edition of Back to
Godhead will become a trusted spiritual companion for readers across the continent,
carrying forward Śrīla Prabhupāda's mission of enlightening society through
transcendental literature for many years to come.

BACK TO GODHEAD AFRICA
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY

BBT Africa achieved a gross profit in accordance with costs incurred in book production
for the 2025 financial year. The key expenses remain in line with our growth objectives.

An analysis of liquidity verifies that BBT Africa can cover its short and long-term debt
obligations, with bank accounts being in a favourable position. Over the years, BBT Africa
has improved its financial position by purchasing fixed assets and investing in human
capital to be in line with the organisation’s strategic growth initiatives.
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Sales
Revenue increased by 14.07% in 2025 compared to the previous financial year, reflecting
the organization’s expanding reach and successful distribution efforts.

Expenses

Operations

Major expenses, including rent and rates, consumables, transport and freight, aligned with
the organization’s strategic growth objectives.

The organization remains in a strong financial position, with favorable bank balances,
ensuring sustainable expansion and operational efficiency.

SUMMARY OF KEY OPERATING EXPENSES FOR THE YEAR ENDED FEBRUARY 2025 KEY OPERATING EXPENSES FOR THE YEAR ENDED FEBRUARY 2025
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Donations
Note that Sastra Dana is able to provide 18A certificates while BBT Africa  is not registered
as an NPO and therefore unable to provide these receipts.



BOOK DISTRIBUTION IN AFRICA

The African sankirtan team distributed a total of 143 486 BBT publications (books and
magazines) in 2025 which is 9% lower than in 2024. Africa accounted for 0,7% of the
global total book points. 

In terms of both the number of books distributed as well as book points, Africa is placed
6th among the six participating continents. Devotees continue to embrace creative ways
to distribute books. 

In addition to ongoing monthly sankirtan festivals, devotees also continue to distribute
books on online platforms. This includes the distribution of books on online platforms
such as Takelalot, website stores as well as telethons.

The African sankirtan team participated in the global book distribution marathons and
exceeded the goals which were set for the Bhadra campaign as well as the Live To Give
campaign. 

AFRICA’S HISTORIC BOOK DISTRIBUTION TREND
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TOTAL PUBLICATIONS DISTRIBUTED IN AFRICA BY BOOK TYPE

BOOK DISTRIBUTION BY COUNTRY AND BOOK TYPE



BHADRA CAMPAIGN

The Bhadra Campaign was launched on Gaura Purnima and ran till the day of Bhadra Purnima which
fell on 7 September 2025. The African sankirtan team had set a target of distributing 229 sets of
Srimad Bhagavatam. 

Under the expert leadership and support of Africa’s GBCs His Holiness Bhakti Caitanya Swami, and
his Grace Govardhana Dāsa, as well as the Minister of Book Distribution in Africa, His Grace Vibhu
Caitanya Dāsa, the African sankirtan team surpassed the goal of 229 sets by distributing a total of 302
sets of Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam.
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LIVE TO GIVE CAMPAIGN
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The Live To Give Campaign is aimed at encouraging devotees to distribute Bhagavad-gītās. The global
goal was to distribute 5 million Bhagavad-gītās. The campaign ran from 7 September 2025 to 7
January 2026 and a total of 5 082 338 Bhagavad-gītās were distributed all over the world.

A total of ten African countries participated in the campaign and in total distributed 15 189 Bhagavad-
gītās.



BE A GARDENER CAMPAIGN

The Be A Gardener campaign ran from 8 January until Gaura Purnima, inspiring
devotees to distribute and absorb themselves in the Śrī Caitanya-Caritāmṛta. The
African sankirtan team distributed a total of 47 sets of Śrī Caitanya-Caritāmṛta. The
breakdown of sets distributed by country are as follows:

Kenya: 4
Mauritius: 30
South Africa: 9
Zambia: 4
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BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI LECTURE

The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust Africa (BBT) collaborated with the University of KwaZulu-
Natal (UKZN) for ISKCON’s Inaugural Conference on Sustainability held on the 26th of
September. This event took the shape of a full-scale academic conference, celebrating
fifty years since His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada’s arrival in
South Africa.

For the first time, devotees, scholars, and professionals shared a platform to discuss how
Vedic wisdom can contribute to addressing the United Nations’ Sustainable Development
Goal 16: Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions.

It was only fitting to align the 12th Bhaktivedanta Swami Lecture to the conference. The
lecture was titled, “Exploring Vedic Dharma for Peace and Conflict Resolution: Resonance
for Africa’s Sustainable Transformation”.

Guest speaker representing BBT Africa was Angell M. Nthoi (Atma Tattva Dāsa). The
lecture explored the connection between Dharma and Ubuntu as universal frameworks
for peace, justice, and sustainable social transformation rooted in compassion and
spiritual identity.

EXPLORING VEDIC DHARMA FOR PEACE AND CONFLICT RESOLUTION
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Sastra Dana is the social outreach program of the African division of the Bhaktivedanta
Book Trust (BBT). “Sastra Dana” directly translated means “giving spiritual scripture in
charity”. The initiative aims to distribute Vedic literature across the African continent,
making spiritual knowledge accessible to individuals and communities.

The project acts as a bridge between sponsors and recipients of transcendental literature.
Funds are received from corporates, non-profit organizations, individuals and
philanthropists and these funds are then used to purchase and place publications in
institutions and within communities, where there is a need, interest and enthusiasm.
Sastra Dana focuses on organizations and special projects where a traditional buyer and
seller module may not be viable. This includes libraries, retirement homes, prisons, and
public events.

SASTRA DANA
THE GIVING OF SCRIPTURE
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DISTRIBUTION IMPACT: 2024

Finance:

Audited Annual Financial statements for 2025 have been completed. 
A debit order system has been maintained through Netcash as the service provider.

Corporate Governance:

Maintains a repository of delivery notes, letters of appreciation, and images to
document activities.
Will host the fifth Annual General Meeting (AGM). 

Operations:

Registered a domain sastradana.org and have a new email address:
info@sastradana.org.
Registered this domain with Google Workspace. There are no fees for these
services as we applied for Google Workspace for non-profits.

HIGHLIGHTS
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DISTRIBUTION IMPACT: 2025

In 2026, Sastra Dana aims to:

Expand partnerships with the Bhakti Yoga Society’s various branches to increase
access to Vedic literature across South Africa universities.  

The Library Project will focus on areas where communities are actively using
libraries and expand from Gauteng to other provinces across South Africa. 

Plan the establishment of a Development Office and recruit an individual or team to
leverage the Section 18A certification from the South African Revenue Service (SARS)
to attract individual and corporate sponsors.

Wits Bhakti Yoga Society
 Johannesburg, South Africa 2025

Wits Bhakti Yoga Society
 Johannesburg, South Africa 2025

Wits Bhakti Yoga Society
 Johannesburg, South Africa 2025

Govinda’s Goshala
Brits, South Africa 2025



The BBT Africa Liaison Commission was established by the BBT Africa Executive
Committee to facilitate the systematic coordination of translating, editing, and
proofreading of Śrīla Prabhupāda’s books across the continent of Africa.

In 2025, the commission has successfully mobilized translation efforts for Śrīla
Prabhupāda’s books in South Africa, Malawi, Morocco and Ethiopia. 

The current status of these translation and editing efforts is outlined in the table below. 

LIAISON COMMISSION REPORT
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500 BBTA Amharic Books delivered to ISKCON Potomac
Washington DC, USA for distribution

1,000 Ethiopian Amharic Sri
Isopanisad printed

Mahaprasad Govinda Dasa presents the Amharic Sri Isopanisad to Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his state visit
to Ethiopia in December 2025.



At BBT Africa, we recognize the sacred responsibility of preserving both spiritual wisdom
and the natural environment. As part of our ongoing commitment to sustainability, we
ensure that all our books are printed on environmentally friendly, socially responsible, and
economically viable paper.

To uphold this standard, BBT Africa exclusively uses paper certified by the Forest
Stewardship Council (FSC). This certification guarantees that the wood used in paper
production comes from responsibly managed forests, ensuring minimal environmental
impact while supporting ethical forestry practices.

By adopting FSC-certified paper, we align with global publishing best practices, promoting
sustainable resource management and reducing deforestation. This initiative is a crucial step
in ensuring that the transcendental wisdom of Śrīla Prabhupāda’s books continues to reach
generations to come—without compromising the well-being of the planet.

Our dedication to sustainable printing reflects our broader mission: to serve humanity by
distributing spiritual knowledge while acting as stewards of the environment. Through these
efforts, we strive to honor the teachings of Krishna consciousness, which emphasize
harmony with nature and responsible stewardship of the Earth's resources.

ENVIRONMENTALLY
SUSTAINABLE PUBLISHING
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Office

Trustees
J.E. Israel, Dr R. Singh, Prof S. Singh

J. Mahadeo, M. Nkosi

Income Tax Number
0992/237/15/6

Registration Number
IT1560/03

E-mail
info@bbtafrica.co.za

Website
www.bbtafrica.co.za

Warehouse
Unit 9 Tambo Exchange
587 Jones Road Jet Park,
Boksburg Johannesburg
South Africa

HQ Bedfordview
Ground Floor - Block C - Office 32

Cnr Smith and Arbroath Road
Bedfordview,  Johannesburg

South Africa

CORPORATE DETAILS

Auditors
Ramathe Incorporated

Bankers
First National Bank
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